
1. Resurrection Power 
2. The Principles of the Resurrection: John 11 
3. 1. Jesus sees what we cannot (John 11:1-16) 
4. John 11:4 
5. All of Lazarus’ family and friends came to the conclusion that Lazarus would die 
6. There was no hope!  Hopelessness leads us to make decisions based on wrong 

conclusions. 
7. Jesus could see life beyond the tomb because it was an opportunity to glorify the Father 
8. The glory of God will always prevail over any circumstance 
9. Notice: God is glorified through Jesus being glorified 
10. When all you can see is grief, look for the way for Jesus to be glorified. 
11. He works in ways where only He can receive the glory! 
12. 2. Jesus meets us where we are (John 11:17-37) 
13. John 11:24-25 
14. He knew Martha was the “doer” and would be at the tomb 
15. Jesus gives her direct truth: Everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. 
16. Just because you can’t see them, does not mean that they are not alive 
17. John 11:33-35 
18. Jesus knew that Mary needed His empathy; therefore, Jesus wept 
19. God is not void of emotion; He is not controlled by it 
20. Even Jesus’ display of emotion is criticized and misunderstood 
21. Jesus will guide you through YOUR struggles, walking with YOU; He will make the way! 
22. 3. Jesus does what no one else can do (John 11:38-44) 
23. John 11:40 
24. His talk about the glory of God is about to be seen as the power of the glory of God 
25. I Corinthians 4:20 
26. John 11:43-44 
27. Only Jesus could break the bonds of death and bring about life 
28. The Power of Jesus’ word- Hebrews 4:12 
29. When you believe Jesus has all the power, you will not fear what you cannot see 

because Jesus can do what no one else can do! 
30. 4. The decision to follow Jesus can only be yours (John 11:45-57) 
31. John 11:45 
32. Believe and follow Him 
33. Abundant life is given to those that make this choice 
34. John 11:48,53 
35. Deny and seek to destroy Him 
36. Death and separation from God await those who follow this path 
37. Jesus gave Martha, Mary, and all the witnesses these principles about His resurrection 

power before His resurrection because He knew their hurt, sadness, and confusion 
would come.  But, then He would appear to show them. 

38. We face difficult days today and He has reminded us that the principles are still true 
today.   

39. “Even when I don’t see it, you’re working; even when I don’t feel it, you’re working” 



Questions: 
1. Jesus is getting ready to face the week of all weeks: the Passion week.  He knew it 

meant being separated from the Father (for the sins of the world), but He also knew 
that it meant separation from His followers for three days.  The event with Lazarus gives 
Him the opportunity to not only tell them about Him being the resurrection and the life, 
but to SHOW them.  What are some examples in your life where you knew what God 
said about something, but then He showed you? 

2. Making bad decisions based on wrong conclusions: sound familiar?  How can 
hopelessness affect our thought process?  For example: I performed horribly on that job 
interview; therefore, I won’t contact them anymore.  Is there anything in your life that 
you feel hopeless about right now?  What bad decisions could be waiting?  Balance 
Philippians 4:13 with this process. 

3. When you hold fast to God’s promises, you can rest assured that you are safe because 
His glory prevents Him from breaking even one of His promises.  What are some of 
God’s promises that you can hold on to?  Here are a few to start your journey: 
Nehemiah 8:10; John 14:1-6; II Timothy 1:7; Philippians 4:7; Romans 10:9,13; John 
11:26. 

4. John 11:14-15 shows that Jesus is wanting to “show” even the disciples His power, but 
they missed it.  Thomas concludes, we are going to die!  Jesus promises life, and they 
can only see death.  Why is death more real to us than life?  Are you choosing life in 
your day today, or are you blinded by the reality of death? 

5. God’s ways are not our ways, neither are His thoughts our thoughts (Isaiah 55:8-9).  
Martha and Mary struggled with the fact that Jesus didn’t come when they called for 
Him.  They struggled with Jesus.  He meets Martha on the road because she is a fixer; 
you might even call her a controller.  She can’t wrap her mind around the fact that her 
brother is gone and Jesus did NOTHING! She gives Him the chance to fix it, but doesn’t 
understand the lesson.  Are you more concerned with fixing situations in your life, 
rather than seeing Jesus and learning of Him through the process?  What were some of 
the times when you just wanted the problem fixed? What lesson was Jesus trying to 
teach? 

6. Mary comes to Jesus when she hears that He has arrived.  She falls at His feet (a place 
she was known to be: listening, wiped His feet with her hair, and this time mourning) 
and pours out her heart.  Jesus is moved with compassion and weeps with her.  She 
needed to see, not just hear.  There are times in our life when Jesus let’s us know/see 
that He is there.  Faith is always required, but feelings are sometimes given to 
encourage us (look at some of David’s replies in Psalms).  List a time when you could see 
the presence of Jesus in your life.  Aren’t you thankful that He meets us where we are 
and takes us to where He wants us to be.  He took Mary to the tomb to see His glory! 

7. Concerning John 11:25-26, explain “everyone who lives and believes in me shall never 
die.”  Thought: For the believer, to take your last breath on earth means to take your 
first breath in heaven.   

8. There is unbelief at the tomb.  Jesus has arrived (four days after Lazarus’ death), has 
spoken to Martha and Mary, and now is getting ready to show the power of His words, 
and Martha says (paraphrasing), Jesus, you can’t do it now, he stinks.  Death already has 



begun its work.  You’re too late.”  Jesus rebukes and reminds her of their previous 
conversation and says believe.  What power do we miss seeing because the 
circumstances block our belief; therefore, we turn away?  List some of the 
circumstances in your life that you have given up on.  If they couldn’t believe Jesus could 
raise Lazarus after four days, they wouldn’t believe that God would raise Jesus after 
three. 

9. Picture this: everyone standing outside the tomb, Jesus prays, and then in a 
commanding voice declares “Lazarus, come out.” Pause a moment…then Lazarus 
appears at the opening of the tomb!!! What would have been your response?  (I can 
picture our worship team singing, Ain’t No Grave!) How can I doubt anyone that has the 
power to raise the dead and a week later be raised from the dead Himself.  See the 
power in this statement.  Jesus only has to speak and death must release its grip. Explain 
Revelation 1:18 with this truth.  Note: If Jesus had not called Lazarus specifically, all of 
the dead would have come forth.  His commands are personal and powerful! 

10. John concludes this story with the responses of others.  Some believed, how could they 
not?  Praise God that there are still people that are choosing to believe and follow Jesus. 
However, there were others (even the religious leaders) that rejected Jesus’ power 
because they feared how it would interfere with their “power” (v. 48).  What are some 
ways that even Christians refuse to believe Jesus’ power for their own sense of power? 
Think about forgiveness, meekness, humility.   

11. If we were to insert you into this story, which character would best describe you?  Why? 
12. How would your life be different if you truly, whole-heartedly believed that Jesus is the 

resurrection and the life?  Let’s live in the power of His life and stop letting death rob us 
of His power and life! 


