
GRACE COVERS OUR PAST

Grace changed Paul from persecutor to preacher, Galatians

1:23

Paul pursued traditions, rather than Jesus, Galatians 1:14

The gospel of grace changed Paul, Galatians 1:15-16

GRACE PREVAILS ATTACKS OF WORKS

Popular and powerful people are only such who recognize

GRACE, Galatians 2:6-7, 9

Paul was not looking for man’s approval of him, but he wanted

to make sure he presented the gospel of GRACE correctly.

Grace reaches everyone, Galatians 2:10

We most completely understand GRACE when we know it has

no boundaries, Proverbs 14:31

GRACE REJECTS HYPOCRISY AND BREATHES FAITH

Hypocrisy has no place in GRACE, Galatians 2:13-14

Our hypocrisy can lead others away from grace and turn their

focus to works

We must die to the law in order to be alive in Jesus, Galatians

2:19-20

Grace brings life and freedom! Anything added to it changes

grace to law. Galatians 2:21
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Grace

Changes Us

G R A C E

Gospel Bearers

Galatians 1:6-8



Read Galatians 1:1-5. What stands out to you about grace in these verses and how it relates to

God’s plan? In every letter written by Paul, he always puts grace before peace, no exceptions. What

is significant about that?

Paul and Barnabas started four churches in the province of Galatia (modern Turkey): Antioch,

Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe (Acts 13:14-14:23). Paul revisited them with Silas on the second

missionary journey. While Paul was in Lystra, some of the Jewish leaders tried to stone him to

death. Paul could have humanly declared that he never wanted to go back there, but grace called him

to go back and to write this letter to help them avoid false teachers and a false gospel. What is a hard

area that you have had to face in sharing the gospel? 

Martin Luther, the father of the Reformation, said about Galatians, “The epistle to the Galatians is

my epistle. To it I am, as it were, in wedlock. Galatians is my Katherine (his wife’s name).” Why

would the teaching of grace compared to law be so important to a man who was a Roman Catholic

priest? Are churches known more for the gospel of grace or of works? Explain

Is there something in your past that prevents you from accepting grace? Do you try to work harder

in order to counter the sins of your past? Grace understands that Jesus paid it all and rests in Him

alone for salvation. Read Ephesians 2:8-9 and explain how it supports this truth.

What are some traditions today that people try to hold on to in order to show their faith? Traditions

can be all right, as long as they do not replace grace. For example, it’s ok to meet in a building with

stained glass windows, a steeple, and pews (with plaques stating family names that purchased

them…); however, the danger is to think that that building is the church and that’s the only type of

building that God blesses. Believers for ages have met in the open air, by rivers, under trees and

have been just as much a church. Following Jesus makes you part of the church, not the building in

which you meet. 

Was Paul looking for men to approve of his ministry? Explain your answer. 

The false teachers tried to place burdens on followers of Jesus; however, Paul turns that and shows

the true burdens believers have: the burden of preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ: GRACE. How do

you share the gospel with other people? Do they see the grace or do they see the works? Try writing

out what you want people to understand when you share the Gospel and see how clear grace really

is. Paul had to teach it to Peter!
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"The book of Galatians is

written to help believers

understand how Grace

changes us so that our

perspective is solely

Jesus-centered."


